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MCSD Professional Learning Threads 2017-2018

Learning Threads 
All PD day mornings + PLC Sep 

13, Nov 8, Jan 17, April 11

• Use this document to guide the 
selection of your learning thread for 
the 2017–2018 school year. 

• Make your selection in My Learning 
Plan by April 29, 2017.  

• Administrators will make learning 
thread selections for all staff who miss 
the deadline to register. 

• Space is limited. If your initial selection 
is full, select a different learning 
thread.

TIME LEARNING ACTIVITY

8am-11am Learning Thread

11am-12pm LUNCH

12pm-4pm Building Focus

Professional 
Development 

Days



Target Audience Course Title PG Audience Course Title PG
Secretaries, Registrars, 
Administrative 
Assistants

Online System Management 3 K-12 Staff Literacy in the Content 14

K-5 Staff Academic Language in 
the Engaged Classroom

15

K-12 Staff Depth & Complexity 5 6-12 Staff Academic Language in 
Diverse Class

16

6 6-12 Staff Integrated Technology 
Classroom

17

Media 
Paraprofessionals & 
Librarians (K-12)

Library & Media Support 7 K-5 (OES & NES) Teaching & Learning 
STEM

18

Level 3 Teachers & 
Parapro’s, Specialized 
Service Providers, 
Special Educators

Increasing Skills in Students with 
Intensive Needs 8

OMHS Staff PBL: OMHS 19

K-5 Staff Keep Calm & Write On 9 CMS Staff PBL: CMS 20

K-5 Staff Teaching Reading: Tier 1 Support 10 MHS Staff PBL: MHS 21

K-12 Staff Going Google 11 16-17 PD Calendar 22

Grades K-2 Instructional Technology 12

Grades 3-5 Instructional Technology 13
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  Learning Thread Title     Target Audience    Page Number 

Online System Management Secretaries, Registrars, Admin Assistants Page 3
Add+Vantage Math Recovery (Course 2) Those who completed AVMR Course 1 Page 4
Depth & Complexity Workshop 1 All teachers Page 5
Depth & Complexity Workshop 2 & 3 Those who completed DC Workshop 1 Page 6
Library & Media Center Management Library & Media Managers Page 7
Creative Connections with Core Curricula Secondary Page 8
6 + 1 Writing Traits Using Mentor Texts K-5 Teachers Page 9
Accommodations, Modifications, …. for Paraprofessionals Special Education Paraprofessionals Page 10
Going Google Secondary Page 11
Next Level: Instructional Technology K-2 Teachers Page 12
Technology & Special Education K-12 SpEd, RSP, Para, any teacher Page 13
Reading Apprenticeship Secondary Page 14
SPED & STEM K-12 SpEd, Support Staff, etc Page 15
Teaching Academic Language in the Content K-12 Teachers Page 16
Integrating Technology Secondary Page 17
PBL: The Next Level OES & NES Teachers Page 18
Paperless in the Primary Literacy Classroom K-2 Teachers Page 19
School Based Speech Language Pathologist MCSD Speech Language Pathologists Page 20
Comprehensive PBL Training Secondary Page 21
Level III Educators Level III Staff Page 22
RBT  & Behavioral Strategies K-12 SpEd, Paras, & teachers Page 23
Trauma Effects on Students/Creating a Trauma Sensitive Class.. All educators Page 24
iPad for Beginners 3-5 Grade Teachers Page 25
The Restorative Classroom: Practices that Build Relationships.. K-12 Teachers Page 26
The Standards of Writing K-5 Teachers Page 27
Mentoring & Math K-5 Teachers Page 28
Meaningful Technology 3-5 Grade Teachers Page 29
Units of Study & Assessments Centennial Staff Page 30
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Who should sign up? 
Secretaries, Registrars, Administrative Assistants, Health Techs, those responsible for managing 
Infinite Campus, Aesop, SharpSchool, and other systems listed above

Online System Management

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The opportunities offered for this learning 
thread will be developed during the summer, 
2018 and published in August. 

Topics will include: 
- Schoolzilla 
- Infinite Campus 
- Registration Process 
- iVisions 
- Ad-Hoc Reporting 
- SharpSchool 

Should you have any suggestions on additional 
topics, please contact Charlotte Blowers, 
Deann Balash, or Jessica Beller.  

Each professional development day, and some 
Wednesday PLCs will include varying topics. 
Staff will select this learning thread for the 
year, and determine participation depending 
on individual learning needs.

 District Staff 

Since much of the offerings 
for this thread are  
supported and managed by 
a variety of district staff, each 
opportunity will likely be facilitated by a 
different person. 

Possible facilitators include: 
- Suzi King 
- Jessica Beller 
- Charlotte Blowers 
- SharpSchool Support 
- iVisions Support 
- Infinite Campus Support 
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ADD+Vantage Math Recovery Course 2

 Liz Zitterkopf  
I am passionate about  
elementary education and  
am grateful to work in  
settings where I have constant  
opportunities to empower  
others who share in the mission  
of improving mathematics  
education for all learners.  

I have been involved in elementary education since 1991. I 
spent my first 19 years as a classroom teacher in the primary 
grades. In 2010 I moved onto the District 51 Curriculum and 
Instructional Support Team. I have had a variety of job titles 
(Elementary Content Specialist, Elementary Mathematics 
Specialist, Coordinator of Mathematics Coaches ),  but each 
comes down to the truly important work of supporting 
teachers with meaningful, job-embedded professional 
learning. 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The Add+VantageMR® program provides teachers 
with efficient and effective assessment tools to 
recognize their students’ current understandings of 
number concepts, and to support data-driven 
instruction. Forming collegial teams is encouraged 
during the course provide for ongoing study.  

Add+VantageMR® teachers analyze and modify 
instructional tasks to meet the needs of a diverse 
range of students. This expertise allows teachers to 
customize any commercial mathematics package 
specifically for the individual children in their 
classroom. Add+VantageMR® level of assessment 
and analysis is particularly useful in forming small 
group instruction within a math classroom.. 

Add+VantageMR® is not a curriculum. Instead, 
teachers use any curriculum package more 
effectively. Teachers begin by assessing students to 
identify instructional tasks most appropriate for the 
advancement of mathematics number concepts. 

Who should sign up? 
Any teacher who completed Add+VantageMR Course 1 during 
the 2016-2017 school year
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 Liz Zitterkopf  

I am passionate about  
elementary education and  
am grateful to work in  
settings where I have  
constant opportunities to  
empower others who share  
in the mission of improving mathematics education 
for all learners.  

I have been involved in elementary education since 
1991. I spent my first 19 years as a classroom 
teacher in the primary grades. In 2010 I moved onto 
the District 51 Curriculum and Instructional Support 
Team. I have had a variety of job titles (Elementary 
Content Specialist, Elementary Mathematics 
Specialist, Coordinator of Mathematics Coaches ),  
but each comes down to the truly important work of 
supporting teachers with meaningful, job-embedded 
professional learning.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Add+VantageMR® program provides 
teachers with efficient and effective 
assessment tools to recognize their students’ 
current understandings of number concepts, 
and to support data-driven instruction. 
Forming collegial teams is encouraged during 
the course provide for ongoing study.  

Add+VantageMR® teachers analyze and modify 
instructional tasks to meet the needs of a 
diverse range of students. This expertise allows 
teachers to customize any commercial 
mathematics package specifically for the 
individual children in their classroom. 
Add+VantageMR® level of assessment and 
analysis is particularly useful in forming small 
group instruction within a math classroom.. 

Add+VantageMR® is not a curriculum. Instead, 
teachers use any curriculum package more 
effectively. Teachers begin by assessing 
students to identify instructional tasks most 
appropriate for the advancement of 
mathematics number concepts.

Depth & Complexity Workshop 1

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The Depth and Complexity training focuses on 
providing strategies to help students go beyond the 
surface level comprehension of a topic and increase 
their critical thinking ability. This tool will help 
students dig deeper into a concept (increase their 
DEPTH of knowledge) and understand that concept 
with increased COMPLEXITY by looking at it 
through different lenses.  

Learning how to use this tool, developed by 
Sandra Kaplan, will help teachers 
differentiate and provide critical thinking 
opportunities and challenges for all of their 
students. Participants in this learning thread 
will receive the Depth and Complexity kit and 
will be trained to effectively use Depth and 
Complexity to increase engagement, provide 
additional rigor, and add challenge to the 
content and standards they are teaching.  
This tool ties directly to several components 
of Quality Standard 1 on the Teacher 
Effectiveness Rubric.  

Allen Golden

Who should sign up? All teachers who wish to expand 
their students’ critical thinking skills, depth of knowledge & concepts, 
engagement, rigor, and challenge.

Want to learn more? 

Click here

For the last eleven years, I  
have worked in middle  
and high schools as a  
teacher, high school counselor,  
and administrator. I have experience  
in CTE, traditional education, and  
alternative education. Next year will be my  
third year as the Secondary Curriculum/Gifted and Talented 
Coordinator for MCSD. I am in the final year of a doctorate 
program through the University of Denver, focusing on 
curriculum and instruction. I also worked on one of the state 
committees to help develop ways to meet the new graduation 
guidelines.

I received a B.A. in Cultural Anthropology from  
University of California at Santa Barbara. I went on  
to get my California multiple subject teaching credential 
and I also hold an endorsement in ELL and GT and  
earned my M. A. in Education with an emphasis on  
Curriculum and Instruction from Chapman University. 
 While in California, I taught ten years at middle school.  
Most of my middle school teaching was literacy instruction for GT students. 
In 2005, I relocated to Montrose where I have been an elementary GT 
facilitator since. My passion remains in the classroom with kids, but I see 
the importance of training other teachers to meet the needs of GT students 
in the regular education classroom. I want to help us all grow our teaching 
skills with Depth & Complexity this year and have some fun doing it!

Tanya Fredrick

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2Itlw6asqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2Itlw6asqY
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Depth & Complexity Workshop 2 & 3

Who should sign up? 
Secondary Counselors

 Melissa TrujilloCOURSE DESCRIPTION 

Workshop 2: Differentiating student learning using 
tiered tasks 
The second workshop focuses on structured 
inquiry that differentiates tasks with the assistance 
of layered Depth& Complexity prompts, Content 
Imperatives (5 additional thinking prompts) and 
standards aligned Depth of Knowledge mastery 
levels. Participants will design tiered thinking and 
learning tasks that differentiate challenge and 
complexity and structure and support based on 
student needs and readiness. 
  
Workshop 3: Encouraging self-directed learning & 
self-efficacy through concept-based guided inquiry 
This final workshop in the series transfers the 
responsibility of choosing resources and 
procedures for answering a question or solving a 
problem to the student. Through the use of 
universal concepts that help to manage guided 
inquiry and focus student learning across 
disciplines, students choose what depth & 
complexity icons and content imperatives to use in 
their learning process. Participants will prepare a 
problem-based, guided inquiry lesson. 

is an elementary G/T Facilitator who currently works at 
Northside, Pomona, and Oak Grove Elementary Schools.  
She’s taught students from pre-school through 8th grade including 
a multi-age classroom and art. Twelve of her 21 years of teaching 
have been spent working with advanced and gifted students 
including many who are twice exceptional. Melissa enjoys working 
with students and strives to help them become self-advocates. 
Melissa has experience teaching online courses in Differentiated 
Instruction through the Colorado Department of Education. 
Working at 3 different schools and multiple grade levels has given 
her many opportunities to collaborate with teachers developing 
curriculum for a wide variety of abilities and strengths. She holds 
degrees in Human Development and Differentiated Instruction. 



LearningThread_descriptions 3.13.2017 jb Page �7

Library & Media Center Management

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course explores the role of the Library 
Media Center Manager or Library 
Paraprofessional. Professional development will 
focus on: 
- circulation 
- patron services 
- print texts 
- eBooks & Overdrive 
- digital resources & databases 
- Library Science 101 
- Curriculum 
- Collaboration 

NOTICE 

Be prepared to bring a laptop with 
Alexandria installed (Middle Schools & High 

Schools also need Textbook Tracker 
Installed)

I’ve been a teacher or teacher  
librarian for 24 years.  
I have a Bachelor of Arts in  
English and a minor in  
writing. After a few years of  
teaching and before  
motherhood, I realized  
that integrating technology was  
a passion, so I finished my Masters  
of Education in Technology in 2000.  
All those hours in the library computer labs made me 
realize that it was actually the Library Media 
Specialist’s role I coveted, so I went back to school 
once more to earn my Library Media Certification.  

I call myself a Matchmaker—matching students and 
great books… matching teachers with perfect 
resources. I love every aspect of the library, including 
book-talks, research, the web, technology, maker 
spaces, and collaboration.

Lori Roberts,  
M.Ed. Technology 

Who should sign up? 
Library Media Center Managers, Library Paraprofessionals
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
We will explore a variety of technological platforms that 
will assist in the development of authentic tasks, learn 
how to integrate the arts and humanities with your core 
curricula, and discuss how technology-based extensions 
can assist with differentiated learning.  Educational 
studies have found that fostering creativity in the 
classroom enhances student engagement and 
motivation, as well as critical thinking skills.  
Furthermore, psychologists have added that creativity 
can increase an individual’s life successes, such as 
leadership in the workplace and their intellectual/
emotional growth (Henrikson et al, 2016). This thread 
emphasizes arts and culture, and how to incorporate 
these domains into the general education classroom; 
however, these collaborative sessions are not limited to 
this domain, and will consider an array of creative 
solutions.  We’ll begin by looking at your subject’s 
standards and objectives, then we will investigate 
technological resources that range beyond Pinterest and 
Teachers Pay Teachers, in order to instill an engaging 
and meaningful learning environment.  Some resources 
that we will examine are Google Cultural Institute, 
Marcia Tate’s book, Worksheets Don’t Grow Dendrites, 
Google and Apple products, and Blendspace.  This trans-
disciplinary approach will provide: concepts and 
resources for PBL’s, platforms that can boost your 
curricula, and demonstrations on how to create and 
administer authentic assignments.  Bring your ideas as 
we conceptualize, collaborate, and create meaningful 
lessons. 
  
References: 
Henriksen, D., Mishra, P., & Fisser, P. (2016). Infusing Creativity and 
Technology in 21st Century Education: A Systemic View for Change. 
Educational Technology & Society, 19 (3), 27–37.  

I am currently a Special Education (Math)  
instructor at Columbine Middle School, and I am in 
my fifth year of teaching.  In my five years, I have 
taught visual arts, reading, writing, social studies, 
science, and mathematics; all of them ranging from 
inclusion, resource, and general education for grades 
6th-8th.  Prior to my service in public education, I spent 
four years in the field of museum education, where I 
worked for notable museums such as the Dallas 
Museum of Art and the Ulrich Museum in Wichita, 
Kansas.  I hold two art degrees—B.F.A. in 
Metalsmithing and Jewelry and a B.A. in Art History—
and I am currently pursuing my Master’s of Education 
in Instructional Design and Technology.  This past 
year I became an Apple Certified Teacher, and I’m 
always looking for the most effective use of technology 
in the classroom.  When I’m not teaching, you can find 
me spending time with my family or enjoying the great 
outdoors.   

Loryn Leonard

Creative Connections with Core Curricula

Who should sign up? 
Any secondary instructor looking to make meaningful 
connections between the arts and their core discipline.  

Want to learn more? 

Google Cultural Institute

http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
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6+1 Writing Traits Using Mentor Texts
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

We will devote the school year using 
Ruth Culham’s professional resource 
books, 6 + 1 Traits of Writing, for both 
Primary and Upper grades as a year-long 
book study.  Each meeting we will 
investigate a different trait.  In between 
meetings you will get the opportunity to 
teach and practice the trait in your 
classroom.  By the end of the school year 
you will have taught all the traits and your 
students will have become brilliant 
writers!  If you enjoy teaching writing, join 
us for an exciting year that will infuse 
your students’ writing with pizzazz! 

Two of my passions are children’s literature and 
teaching writing, so I’m putting those together to 
facilitate this learning thread.  I’ve been teaching 
elementary school for over 25 years, 12 of those at 
Pomona, where I’ve been a Kindergarten and 2nd 
grade teacher and now am an interventionist. I’ve 
been married for almost 29 years and have four 
children: a health-conscious farmer, an ambitious 
pilot, a determined chef and a talented teenager.  I 
enjoy camping with my family, reading, cooking, 
baking, and gardening.

Julie Baird

Who should sign up? 
K-5 Staff
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This thread will focus on professional development 
relevant specifically to Special Education 
paraprofessionals and focus on a range of different 
paraprofessional topics, including the 
implementation of IEP accommodations, 
modifications, and a range of classroom strategies. 
Often professional development and PLC time is 
geared more toward teachers or other educational 
staff and can sometimes be less relevant to the 
important work done by our Educational Service 
Providers. This thread will offer specifically 
paraprofessional-related strategies and curriculum, 
and time to learn and grow. 

Danie Brew, 
OMHS Special 

Who should sign up? 
K-12 Special Education Paraprofessionals

Accommodations, Modifications, and Classroom Strategies for 
Paraprofessionals
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Going Google: Google Apps for Education Fundamentals

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This thread teaches fundamental strategies for 
implementing Google Apps for Education in the 
classroom. Basic computer literacy is assumed but 
never taken for granted. Learn how to: have a 
mostly paperless classroom, save time 
communicating, organize activities for yourself and 
others, bring student work online, measure and 
share student growth, teach students research 
skills, build interactive lessons, captivate your class 
with video, facilitate group work and promote digital 
citizenship. Google Apps include: Gmail, Drive, 
Calendar, Classroom, Hangouts, Keep, Docs, 
Forms, Sheets, Slides, Drawings, Youtube, Groups, 
Sites, Scholar and Blogger. Special emphasis will be 
placed on creating Course Websites, Blogs and 
Hyper Docs. Advanced Google users may choose to 
work through Google Educator training modules to 
deepen their understanding of Google Apps to 
prepare for the Google Educator Level 1 
Certification Exam. 

John Steele teaches Concurrent Enrollment English at 
Montrose High School in addition to serving as an 
Instructional Technology Coach. He is also a Google 
Level 1 Educator and an Apple Teacher. He earned his 
MFA in Creative Writing from Spalding University in 
2006 and previously taught writing, literature, film and 
communication at Western State Colorado University 
(2008-2013).  

John Steele

Who should sign up? 
Teachers who would like a broad overview of  all G Suite Apps for Education, especially teachers who would like 
to create and use websites, blogs and hyper docs in their classes. 
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Next Level: Instructional Technology in the Primary Elementary 
Classroom

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The primary student is growing up in a technology 
rich world, and the primary classroom is the perfect 
place to use technology as an instructional tool. It is 
an effective tool for developing student creativity, self-
driven learning, and collaboration and problem 
solving skills.  
During this course you will experience how 
technology can be used to facilitate learning, as well 
as learn ways to create a classroom that uses 
technology to foster student learning. We will explore 
how K-2 students can use Google classroom and its 
products  (though not limited to this platform) to 
collaborate, create, and explore their world. Together 
we will take time to create ways to incorporate these 
new skills into our teaching, share with each other 
the successes and setbacks we have each 
experienced, and learn from each other.  It can be 
difficult to find ways to incorporate technology into a 
lesson and find time to create the necessary 
components (formative assessments). This learning 
strain will be a place to do just that while we benefit 
from each other’s learning to enhance the learning of 
students in this district. 

My name is Abi Stetson and I am a proud Montrose native.  
I am finishing up my 12th year of teaching with MCSD and 
love learning and finding new ways to explain ideas to 
students of all ages. While I have always had a passion for 
Science, History, and Math, technology has played a very 
important role in my life. As I have grown as a teacher, so 
have my skills and understanding of how powerful 
technology can be when used as an instructional tool. I 
am excited to help others and learn alongside them as we 
explore this learning thread.  

Abi Stetson

Who should sign up? 
This course is for K- 2 classroom teachers who are ready to take the next step and find 
new ways to use technology with their students, but those wanting to get started are 
welcome!     
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

With Montrose County School District's 
expanding focus on instructional technology, 
it’s becoming increasingly important for 
educators to develop their professional 
understanding of tech innovations, particularly 
as they relate to students with disabilities. The 
“Technology and Special Education” thread will 
explore changing hardware, software, assistive 
technology, applications uniquely relevant to 
the SpEd world, and a range of other SpEd/
Tech topics. All educator technological ability 
levels are welcome, though basic tech 
proficiency is required. 

  

Matt Jenkins, 
Transition 
Coordinator

Who should sign up? 
K-12 Special Education Teachers, Related Service Providers, Paraprofessionals, and any staff interested in 
technology as it relates to students with special needs.

Technology and Special Education

Amy Shelly, 
School 
Psychologist
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Reading Apprenticeship
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

“I don’t know what it was about, I was too busy 
reading.” Secondary students often struggle more 
with making meaning than fluency. Students rely on 
teachers to interpret text, but state tests and real life 
ask them to do it for themselves. 
The Reading Apprenticeship philosophy is based on 
the master/apprenticeship model where you, as a 
master of reading your content area, model and 
develop the invisible practices you use to teach 
students to take meaning from text. We learn to fully 
engage in the text and interact with it whether it is 
science, history, math, literature or any other 
content area.  I love these strategies because they 
apply equally well to advanced senior readers as they 
do to young struggling readers. The RA philosophy 
made me a much better reader in my forties and has 
permanently changed the way I teach reading.  I plan 
to focus closely and continue to develop a few strong 
strategies teachers seem to love and use the old “How 
to get to Carnegie Hall” technique. Practice, practice, 
practice. 

	 	 	 Eve Donohoe has been teaching Language 	 	
	 	 	 Arts in the Montrose Olathe School District 		
	 	 	 	 since 1995, teaching primarily freshman 	
	 	 	 English,  AP Language and Composition, and 	
	 	 	 concurrent enrollment writing through CMU.  For 	
	 	 	 two years she served as the instructional coach at 	
	 	 Olathe Middle/High school and worked closely with 
teachers on the district’s standards based unit design workshops. In 
addition, she has conducted yearly Reading Apprenticeship trainings with 
secondary teachers in the district.  

Eve Donohoe

Who should sign up? 
Secondary Teachers

   I have taught English for 27 years,  
and at Centennial and Montrose High  
School for the last 21. I teach anything from  
AP Literature to Mythology and Reading  
Plus. I have taught, teach, and continue to  
learn about Reading Apprenticeship and  
the teaching profession and plan to retire  
when I stop learning. I can often be seen wandering the  
bike trails with a book or not catching any fish on the river.

Gary Hokit

Want to learn more? 
West Ed Reading Apprenticeship 

Classic Talk to the Text Lesson

https://readingapprenticeship.org/our-approach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5MlyA1lSyk
https://readingapprenticeship.org/our-approach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5MlyA1lSyk
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SPED/STEM

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

As MCSD works to become the first 
Colorado STEM district, it is becoming 
even more important for Special 
Education teachers and support staff to 
consider what that will mean for students 
with disabilities. The SPED/STEM thread 
will show how these two fit together, how 
to produce PBLs with SPED students, how 
STEM can help SPED students become 
part of their learning with their peers, and 
more! 

Gail Madden, MHS Special 
Education Teacher

Who should sign up? 
K-12 Special Education Teachers, Support staff and anyone interested in how STEM 
and Special Education go together.

Amanda Fletcher, OHS 
Special Education Teacher
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Teaching Academic Language within the 
Content Classroom (K-12)

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Explore the foundational role of academic 
language within content instruction and learn 
how to infuse the academic language demands 
of content standards into fascinating units of 
learning. Time will be spent crafting engaging, 
academic language-driven, content area 
specific, lesson plans. Though not necessary, 
content teachers and ELD Specialists are 
encouraged to take this learning thread 
together and collaboratively create units of 
learning for their students.  

Heidi Haugen is the English Language Proficiency 
Coordinator for the Montrose County School District. She is 
responsible for developing an aligned, systematic, English 
Language Development Program for MCSD as well as for 
providing professional development to MCSD teachers in 
the areas of English language development and academic 
language development for all learners. Heidi has a Master’s 
Degree in Education as well as a teaching endorsement in 
Cultural and Linguistic Diversity.  She has years of diverse 
experience teaching, K-12, and coaching teachers.      

Heidi Haugen

Who should sign up? 
K-12 content/classroom teachers & ELD Specialists.
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Integrating Technology

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Today’s technology allows for much easier 
differentiation for our students and a whole 
new way to show learning.  In this thread we 
will explore various technologies and resources 
that can help students master course content, 
demonstrate learning, and develop better 21st 
century skills.  We will explore several learning 
apps, fine tune our Apple and Google skills, 
learn how to publish to the world and 
generally make our classrooms more 
technology integrated.  The focus will be on 
moving to the deeper levels of the SAMR 
model.  Participants will have the opportunity 
to share and learn from each other. 

Michelle Peelo has been teaching German for the last 
14 years at Montrose High School, before that she 
taught English to adults in Germany.  Michelle is 
currently working on a Master’s of Technology that 
she began because of her interest in using technology 
in the classroom

Michelle Peelo

Who should sign up? 
This thread is geared towards secondary teachers of varied technology skills.  
Consider using this thread to modernize a unit that you already teach or to work with 
someone from another discipline to create a collaborative learning experience.

Want to learn more? 

What is SAMR?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SC5ARwUkVQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SC5ARwUkVQg
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this course participants will have choice 
on which topics they want to learn more 
about.  Each topic will be 1.5 hours in length 
so that the teacher can participate in two 
mini courses during the school year.  The 
topics are centered around Problem Based 
Learning and the numerous sub topics that 
come with it (Management of a PBL, design 
challenges, SIOP and STEM, How to choose a 
PBL, Ambassadors).  During the PLC times, 
STEM Launch will partner with facilitators to 
lead meaningful and deep discussions 
around current needs and or successes of 
our PBL system.  This Learning Thread will 
be designed around teacher needs, and will 
be adjusted accordingly throughout the year, 
so that teachers are supported in their 
continuous learning of Problem Based 
Learning.  A needs assessment will be 
completed at the PLC in May in order to 
better plan the courses.  

Problem-Based Learning: The Next Level

Who should sign up? K-5 Teachers who will be implementing 
Problem-Based Learning (PBL) & STEM during the 16-17 school year

Nikki started her teaching career in 
Gunnison, CO in Driver’s Education. It only 
took her 1 year to realize she didn’t want to 
make a career of that, so she relocated and 
has been a classroom teacher at OES for the 
last 14 years—11 years in first grade and 2 at 
second grade. She holds a BA in Spanish 
from WSCU and an MA in Curr. & Instruction 
with an emphasis in Reading from GCU. Nikki 
was born and raised in Montrose and is 
happy to be back in the area where she and 
her husband are raising their three children. 
In her spare time she enjoys just being with 
her family, preferably in Disneyland. She 
looks forward to working with other teachers 
in the implementation of STEM!  

Nikki  
Corn

Jamie Simo
Jamie received her BA degree from Adams State 

University as well as a MA degree in Literacy 
Instruction. She is currently attending Western State 

University to obtain a MA in administration.  She has 

been in education for 16 years and has taught 2nd, 
3rd, 4th and 5th grades. She is married to Joe Simo 

and has two children. As a family they love to travel 
and explore the outdoors of CO. Jamie is excited to 

continue her own learning as well as supporting 

teachers with their learning around Problem Based 
Learning and STEM!!
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The Beginning Steps to Going More Technology 
and Less Paper in Primary Literacy (K-2)
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Do you consider yourself comfortable with technology?  
Do you use technology in your classroom but want to 
use it more as a tool for your students to apply their 
learning not just for screen time? Are you willing to 
make changes to how you teach using technology? Do 
you want to spend less time making copies for your 
class? If you answered yes to all these questions then 
this course is for you! 
I once heard Sol Khan (founder of Khan Academy) say, 
“You can’t just put technology in a classroom without 
changing the way you teach.”  That is the goal of this 
course.  We will explore how to use technology as a way 
for our young students to apply what they have learned 
in literacy, such as manipulating word sorts, writing 
and publishing, reading and responding to their 
reading, and assessing their skills, all digitally… NO 
PAPER!!!!  We will change the way we have been 
teaching so our students can successfully use 
technology to apply their learning.  Come with your 
MAC laptop, iPad, access to Google Drive and most 
importantly an open mind and willingness to use what 
you learn in your classroom daily. 

Who should sign up? 
Primary teachers who have Basic MAC system knowledge, are 
able to access and use Google Drive, currently use iPads in 

I have been a teacher for 21 years.  I have taught 
Kindergarten, 4th/5th grade and have also been a 
literacy coach.  Currently, I have been back teaching 
Kindergarten for the last 10 years at Olathe 
Elementary.  I have a Bachelor’s in Elementary 
Education and masters degree in Educational 
Leadership.  I am a member of our school’s leadership 
team and currently use technology throughout my 
day in our classroom. 

Mary Morris
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Nanci 
Beckman, SLP

The School-Based Speech Language Pathologist

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Montrose County School District Speech 
Language Pathologists (SLPs) will explore 
innovative strategies on school based speech 
language pathology and best-practices for 
related service provision. Curriculum will 
include the SLP’s role in the MTSS process, 
language and literacy, augmentative 
communication devices and techniques, 
fluency, articulation and innovations in 
language therapy. 

Who should sign up? 
MCSD Speech Language Pathologists
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Comprehensive PBL Training

Kathlyne Gaber is an  
Instructional Technology  
Coach and computer design 
 / digital art teacher  
at MHS. Her M.A. is in  
technology in education and BA  
is in English Education with a minor in both  
math and psychology. She was named MCSD Teacher of the 
Year in 2013, winning the IMPACT grant in 2014, and she was 
named CHSPA Teacher of the Year in 2005. Gaber was a 
MCSD professional development instructor during the 2015-16 
and 2016-17 school years. Gaber has been advising student 
media for 27 years and her staff and publications have been 
recognized at the state and national level. Gaber has served on 
the National JEA and the State CHSPA Board of directors and 
along with her teaching credentials, holds a CJE certification.

Who should sign up? 
Secondary Staff  who will be implementing a new PBL 
in their classrooms during the 17-18 school year 

Kathlyne  
Gaber

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Comprehensive PBL training—Participants will explore all components, engage in a PBL model, and design a PBL to be 
implemented in their classroom. This is a good class to sign up for if you need time to build your PBL lesson plan. If you have 
already explored PBL before and just need the time to plan another PBL unit, you are also welcome to sign up for this class 
and work on your new PBL. 

Learning Objectives for the Year: 
• List, define, and implement PBL components. 
• Design an effective PBL and rate it for effectiveness. 
Understand the PBL model & incorporate this type of teaching/learning into planning & instruction 
STEM is an acronym used to define a classroom in which students are engaged in critically thinking, communicating, and 
collaborating to creatively solve real world problems.  In this course participants will learn the nuts and bolts around Problem 
Based Learning including tools, resources, and the organization of a PBL classroom. Cooperative learning strategies will be 
embedded throughout the course.   

James  
Burwell
James Burwell has been an educator  
for 18 years.  After 13 years in the  
middle school classroom as a  
science and social studies teacher,  
James is currently an Instructional Technology Coach  
for Montrose County Schools, where he provides PD and coaches 
teachers at all levels in technology implementation.  He continues to 
work with students as a basketball coach, and is the proud father of  
two teenaged girls.  James holds a Bachelors Degree in Biological 
Sciences from the University of  Northern Colorado and a Masters 
Degree in ESL from Mesa State. James is known for  
his ability to come up with real world solutions  
to the problems he faces.
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Level III Educators

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The “Level III Educators” thread will focus on 
professional development among elementary 
and secondary special educators to share, 
refine, and explore best practices as they relate 
to students with significant needs and 
developmental disabilities. Curriculum will 
include topics such as data collection, 
behavior strategies, innovative curriculum, 
exploring different developmental disabilities 
and significant needs, creating inclusive 
environments, and improving school culture as 
it relates to students of varied abilities. There 
will be overlapping themes in the 
Paraprofessional's thread in hopes to  create 
fluidity within Level III classrooms district-
wide. 

Katie Jenkins, Level III 
DCC Special Education 
Teacher

Who should sign up? 
K-12 Level III Special Education Teachers, Paraprofessionals, and any staff  interested in professional 
learning as it relates to students with significant needs. 
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RBT & Behavioral Strategies

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

At times, we work with students displaying 
complex, challenging behaviors. The “RBT 
and Behavioral Strategies” thread will 
explore a variety of techniques and 
strategies for dealing effectively and 
appropriately with these problematic 
behaviors. Curriculum includes data 
collection, documentation, strategies for 
determining what behavioral interventions 
are working, along with identifying 
antecedents triggering behaviors. 
Coursework will align with and supplement 
a 40 hour online Registered Behavior 
Technician (RBT) course that will be offered 
outside of this thread. This thread includes 
research-based applied behavioral analysis 
(ABA) protocols and interventions. 

Mallori Burnett, Pomona 
Elementary Level II 
Special Education 
Teacher

Who should sign up? 
K-12 Special Education Teachers, Paraprofessionals, and any staff interested in 
professional learning as it relates to students exhibiting behavior concerns.

Brigette Archuleta, ISDP 
Coordinator
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Trauma Effects on Students / Creating a 
Trauma Sensitive Classroom

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This learning thread focuses on the 
science of trauma and how trauma 
effects the children in our care in 
schools daily.  We will incorporate a 
book study (The Boy Who Was Raised 
as A Dog, by Bruce Perry) and will 
examine techniques for creating a 
trauma sensitive classroom.

Wendy Bolane, Director 
of Exceptional Student 
Services

Who should sign up? 
All educators are welcome; special educators will find this topic particularly relevant.  All levels of  
competence with trauma/mental health issues are invited to participate. 

Angi Hagins, Northside 
Elementary  Special 
Education Teacher
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iPad for Beginners
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Are you having a hard time with implementing iPads in 
your classrooms? Do you feel overwhelmed and helpless 
when using your iPad? In this class you will learn the 
basic ways to use your iPad to enhance your teacher 
productivity and best practices with your students. iPads 
should not be used as the new busy work. We need to 
use these iPads for creativity and productivity both for 
the teacher and the students. In this class we will 
practice and play with the apple apps (keynote, pages, 
numbers, and notes). We will also register and work on 
“badges” to be recognized as a Apple Certified Teacher. 
This class is geared to helping the ones who feel 
“technology challenged”, there is no rush or pressure in 
this class. 

I know it’s hard to find time to create or change your 
lessons digitally, but when you finish this class you will 
feel confident and proud. Both in what you have learned 
and can bring to your classroom, but also what you will 
be able to teach your students.  

“Creativity is intelligence having fun” - 
Albert Einstein 

I moved to Montrose in  
the Fall of ’14, and  
have loved every  
minute here! I am a  
proud JES thunderbird! Since joining the JES 
staff I have helped in; Boys 2 Men, Pillar 
leadership, and technology leader. When I have 
free time, I enjoy exploring trails, music, and 
laughs with with friends! I also love to play and 
watch sports! Football, basketball, and baseball 
are my favorites! 

Cheston 
Churchill

Who should sign up? 
basic-to-beginning Apple Users (Upper Elementary-Middle School)

Want to learn more? 
Helpful Links 

https://appleteacher.apple.com/auth/#/signin/?
path=%23%2Fhome%2Fresources%2Ffeatured 

http://www.apple.com/education/teachers/ 

https://www.apple.com/education/apple-teacher/ 

https://appleteacher.apple.com/auth/#/signin/?path=%23%2Fhome%2Fresources%2Ffeatured
https://appleteacher.apple.com/auth/#/signin/?path=%23%2Fhome%2Fresources%2Ffeatured
http://www.apple.com/education/teachers/
https://www.apple.com/education/apple-teacher/
https://appleteacher.apple.com/auth/#/signin/?path=%23%2Fhome%2Fresources%2Ffeatured
https://appleteacher.apple.com/auth/#/signin/?path=%23%2Fhome%2Fresources%2Ffeatured
http://www.apple.com/education/teachers/
https://www.apple.com/education/apple-teacher/
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The Restorative Classroom: Practices that Build 
Relationships and Increase Learning Readiness

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
“If  someone in the class says we need to have a circle, we do it. Every teacher 
knows that in the long term, circles save time and energy. It is worth it to take the 
time.” –high school teacher, Minneapolis, MN 

You may be familiar with the RJ conference; it is one variation in a framework called 
“restorative practices.” 

Developed in the 1970’s by public school teachers, restorative practices are 
designed for classroom use by classroom teachers, with virtually any student. 
Restorative practices are not a program or curriculum. Nor are they aimed at 
creating compliance among students. Instead, they are a framework for 
relationship, with simple protocols that build: 

• trust between you and your students, increasing their learning readiness, 
• students’ capacity to use affective language, 
• fair and efficient conflict-resolution processes that students can lead on 

their own. 

Participants in this learning thread will  
• understand the fundamental hypothesis on which restorative practices are 

based, as well as relationship of  restorative practices with classroom 
management, PBIS, and social-emotional learning, 

• become proficient in the use of  restorative classroom practices: 
connection circles, response circles, and restorative dialogue, 

• use data to track positive shift in student behaviors and learning 
readiness in your classroom. 

I am the Restorative Justice Facilitator for your 
school district, working to build capacity in the use 
of restorative practices at all MCSD schools. I am 
passionate about helping all youth achieve healthy, 
successful lives. For more than fifteen years, I’ve 
worked as a prevention specialist on child and 
adolescent wellness issues in school, non-profit, and 
community contexts. I’ve also taught English in the 
U.S. and abroad, middle school language arts, and 
college-level religion courses. I have a bachelor’s 
degree from Brown University and am pursuing a 
graduate certificate in restorative practices at the 
International Institute for Restorative Practices.

Laura Thomas

Who should sign up? 
This learning thread is for K-12 classroom teachers. We will run collectively, but some 
readings and small-group break-outs will be divided into elementary and secondary 
teacher groups.
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The Standards of Writing

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This learning thread will be focused on the 3 types of 
writing at the elementary level: information, opinion, and 
narrative. We will collaborate to find or create anchor 
papers that help us demonstrate to our students what 
good writing looks like at various grade levels. We’ll also 
spend time sharing great writing resources that match 
up well to the expectations set by the Colorado Academic 
Standards. My hope is for you to feel challenged and 
invigorated as a teacher of writing after participating in 
this learning thread.  

This is my eleventh year in education. I have spent 
two years as a reading interventionist for K-5, three 
years as a third grade teacher, one year in 
administration, and I have been a 4th grade teacher 
for five years. This is my third year at Johnson 
Elementary. This school year has been my first 
experience with specializing in language arts. My 
teaching partner and I rotate classes, so I teach 
reading and writing to nearly 50 students a day. I 
have a passion for teaching writing. On a personal 
note, my husband and I love living in Montrose. We 
feel it is a great place to raise our 5-year-old 
daughter.  

Stacy Trujillo

Who should sign up? 
K-5 Teachers
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Mentoring & Math

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course was developed in support of the K-5 Bridges 
adoption for math. Content for this thread will focus on 
instructional strategies for cooperative structures, 
generating appropriate language supports for all 
students, and coaching strategies for the aspiring 
Bridges mentor. If you are interested in becoming a 
Bridges mentor, please work with your principal before 
signing up for this thread. 

Beth Skelton

Who should sign up? 
K-5 teachers seeking to become a Bridges Math Mentor 
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Meaningful Technology

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This thread will be geared toward learning to create 
meaningful technology lessons to use within the 
classroom, directly related to grade level standards. 
Lessons created could be used in isolation or become 
part of larger units and saved within Google Drive for 
repeated use. We will focus on building individual 
technology levels using the SAMR model. Teachers will 
understand how students can use technology to show 
mastery of many standards at once, and how technology 
use can make student data collecting much easier (and 
easier to share with parents/families). When teaching 
and learning are “hands on” and collaborative, tasks 
become more meaningful, and students are more 
invested in their own learning. This thread will 
specifically target teachers in grades 3-5. I would love to 
see you there! 

The 2017-2018 school year will be my 10th year of 
teaching, and I am so excited to be able to be a 
facilitator again! During this past school year, I had 
facilitated the Reading, Writing, Curriculum PD 
sessions, and I enjoyed working with so many 
teachers from across our district. I earned my Master 
of Science in Education in 2011 in the area of 
Adolescent Literacy and Technology, and I love to 
share my love of technology and learning with others. 
I am always continuing my own learning in these 
areas and am amazed at how technology can help 
students to become more motivated and curious 
learners. I currently teach 5th grade at Northside 
Elementary and have had experience teaching 
through the middle school grades as well.

Christina 
Kohout

Who should sign up? 
3-5 grade level teachers

Want to learn more? 

Check this out!

http://ckohout.weebly.com
http://ckohout.weebly.com
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Units of Study & 
Assessment
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The focus of this learning thread will be to continue the 
work that Centennial has accomplished with Units of 
Study and Assessment Literacy. Specific learning 
outcomes are forthcoming. 

Joe Simo

Who should sign up? 
Centennial Staff


